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ABSTRACT: According to recent research, the age of democratic institutions can influence
whether citizens demonstrate because the opening up of political freedom in the
state may have a positive impact on protest behavior. This research addresses the
problem to what extent these theories are useful to explain the diversity of post-
2008 anti-austerity protests in Europe. It aims to test theory-driven hypotheses
to tell how the history-rooted macrolevel factor influenced the protest behavior
of anti-austerity movements. The research uses a method of sources analysis and
conceptual qualitative content analysis to collect data and formulate an original
database for the movements. It employs a statistical analysis method, Pearson
correlation technique, and conducts a two-tail test to verify the hypotheses. The
research argues that some reservations have to accompany the assumption that
the younger the democratic regime is, the less likely to stage demonstrations the
anti-austerity movement in this state is.
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RELACIONES ENTRE LA INSTALACION DE LA DEMOCRACIA
Y EL COMPORTAMIENTO DE PROTESTA ANTI-AUSTERIDAD.
INDIGNADOS ESPANOLES EN PERSPECTIVA COMPARADA

RESUMEN: Segtin investigaciones recientes, la longevidad de las instituciones democrdticas
influye en la capacidad de accién de los ciudadanos, ya que el grado de libertad
politica en un Estado fomenta al alza el apoyo a los movimientos de protesta.
Esta investigacién aborda el problema de que hasta qué punto, estas teorfas son
ttiles para explicar la diversidad de una ola de protestas contra las medidas de
austeridad aplicada en Europa después de 2008. El objetivo es probar las hipé-
tesis basadas en la teorfa que explica cémo el factor del nivel macro enraizado en
la historia influyé en el comportamiento de protesta de los movimientos anti-
austeridad. La investigacién utiliza un método de andlisis de fuentes y anilisis
de contenido conceptual cualitativo para recopilar datos y formular una base de
datos original para los movimientos. Se emplea el método de andlisis estadis-
tico, la técnica de correlacién de Pearson, junto a una prueba de dos métodos
para verificar las hipétesis. La investigacion sostiene, con algunas reservas, la
suposicién de que cuanto mds joven es el régimen democrético, menos proba-
bilidades existen de que se realicen manifestaciones del movimiento antiauste-
ridad en ese Estado.

PaLaBras cLave: Comportamiento de protesta — tiempos de austeridad — vio-

lencia politica — movimiento de protesta — Europa — politica polémica — disputa
INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY METHODOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS

The recent research on protest behavior suggests that the age of democratic
institutions can influence whether citizens stage demonstrations. The opening
up of political freedom in the state is reckoned to have a positive impact on
protest behavior. This effect is more likely to occur in the states where society
holds longstanding and unresolved socio-economic grievances against the go-
vernment®. Citizens in younger democracies are considered to be less likely to
protest than citizens of older democracies because the former are less likely to
believe that the government will react to their demands’. Citizens in younger
democracies are also thought to be less likely to build particular performances

2 Julie VANDUSKY-ALLEN, “Winners, losers, and protest behavior in parliamentary systems”, 7he
Social Science Journal, 54 (1/2017), p. 31.

3 Joshua KJERULF DUBROW, Kazimierz M. SLOMCZYNSKI, Irina TOMESCU-DUBROW,
“Effects of Democracy and Inequality on Soft Political Protest in Europe: Exploring the European Social
Survey Data”, International Journal of Sociology 38 (3/2017), p. 36-51. See also: Kathrin ACKERMANN,
“Individual Differences and Political Contexts - The Role of Personality Traits and Direct Democracy in
Explaining Political Protest”, Swiss Political Science Review 23 (1/2017), p. 21-49.

220 APORTES, n°99, afio XXXIV (1/2019), pp. 219-254, ISSN: 0213-5868, eISSN: 2386-4850



Relations between the installation of democracy and the anti-austerity protest behavior...

into their contentious repertoires because they are less likely to believe that
they may benefit from their political activity and effort. In turn, citizens in ol-
der democracies are maintained to be more likely to use innovations as a means
of protest because they are more likely to think that creative performances can
make their claims visible in a public space and make their political activity
effective. Moreover, citizens in younger democracies have limited experience
with government officials responding to constituent interests. Therefore, those
citizens are less likely to believe that making demands on the government will
have any influence on the policymaking process. But are these theories useful
to account for the diversity of a recent post-2008 wave of anti-austerity pro-
tests in Europe? Are the theoretical frameworks drawn from the theories em-
ployable to discover why the participants of social movements staged peaceful
protests in some states, violent in others, and why they decided not to protest
in the remaining states?

In 2010, the first anti-austerity movements took to the streets to express
grievances over their socio-economic situation. The protest spread fast from
one state to another’. In 2011, the 15-M Movement, the most famous for its
contentious repertoire European anti-austerity movement occurred in Spain®.
The participants of the 15-M Movement often clashed with representatives
of Spanish state apparatus, mainly police and riot police. The activists eagerly
used physical force during protests. According to the Spanish police’s report,
from 2011 to 2015, 14.14 percent of 229 437 demonstrations required the
presence of the Anti-Riot Unit, but 97.84 percent of them took place without
any incident. During protests, policemen arrested 982 activists because, ac-
cording to Spanish law, they committed crimes’. Participants of the move-
ment made concerted efforts to achieve their political goals, shared a collective

4 Julie VANDUSKY-ALLEN, op. cit., p. 32; Christopher J. ANDERSON, Silvia M. MENDES,
“Learning to lose: Election outcomes, democratic experience, and political protest potential”, British
Journal of Political Science, 36 (1/2005), p. 91-111; Doug MCADAM, “Conceptual origins, current
problems, future directions”, in Doug MCADAM, John D. MCCARTHY, Mayer N. ZALD (eds.),
Comparative perspectives on social movements: Political opportunities, mobilizing structures and cultural
framings, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996, p. 23-40; Sidney TARROW, Power in movement,
social movements and contentious politics, Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sio Paulo, and Delhi: Cambridge University Press, 2011; Thomas O’BRIEN, “Populism,
protest and democracy in the twenty-first century”, Contemporary Social Science: Journal of the Academy
of Social Sciences 10 (4/2015), p. 337-348.

5 Ismael PENA-LOPEZ, Mariluz CONGOSTO, Pablo ARAGON, “Spanish Indignados and the
evolution of the 15M movement on Twitter: towards networked para-institutions”, Journal of Spanish
Cultural Studies 15 (1-2/2014), p. 190; Eduardo ROMANOS, “Immigrants as brokers: dialogical
diffusion from Spanish indignados to Occupy Wall Street”, Social Movement Studies 15 (3/2016), p. 247.

6 Josep Maria ANTENTAS, “Spain: the indignados rebellion of 2011 in perspective”, Labor History
56 (2/2015), p. 138.

7 Marjolein HORSMAN, Respond to query no 2017.00000005: Information from RAILPOL on behalf
of the Spanish National Police, Register: 2017.00000005, Spain 2017 [in the Author’s archive].
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identity, and actively pursued an amendment of their social situation often by
organizing demonstrations®. A repertoire of contention was, however, conside-
rably broader and contained the formation of special-purpose associations and
coalitions, public meetings, solemn processions, marches, vigils, rallies, strikes,
petition drives, attacks on the public and private property as well as on repre-
sentatives of the state apparatus, statements to and in public media, activities
in commercial and social media, performances, “shivaree”, and pamphletee-
ring. The highly active Spanish movement inspired activists in other European
states and thus they created the international movement “Indignados™. The
“Indignados”, however, was not homogenous even in these Eurozone-states
which shared historical experience and political values'’. Unlike Spanish “In-
dignados”, Austrian and French movements avoided using active physical for-
ce. Nevertheless, just like the 15-M Movement, Greek and Irish protest move-
ments used active physical political violence during protests. While Spaniards
demonstrated, Slovaks and Estonians did not hold demonstrations. Whereas
Italian and Belgian movements used similar repertoires of contention to Spa-
niards, Slovenes and Greeks build particular performances in their repertoires.
The recent research does not account for the similarities and differences bet-
ween the 15-M Movement and other anti-austerity movements. In conducting
the comparative analysis of anti-austerity movements in historical context, the
article places Spain against the background of other European states.

The purpose of the article is, therefore, twofold. First, it tests theory-driven
hypotheses to evaluate to what extent the history-rooted macrolevel factor in-
fluenced the protest activity of anti-austerity movements in Spain and other
European states''. Second, in drawing upon the critical approach to the theory,
it explains why the protest activities were diversified in the Eurozone states.
It sheds light on similarities and differences between Spanish and other “In-

8 Jacobo ABELLAN, Jorge SEQUERA, Michael JANOSCHKA, “Occupying the #Hotelmadrid: A
Laboratory for Urban Resistance”, Social Movement Studies 11 (3-4/2012), p. 320.

9 Stephen Luis VILASECA, “The 15-M movement: formed by and formative of counter-mapping
and spatial activism”, Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies: Spain in Crisis:15-M and the Culture of
Indignation 15 (1-2/2014), p. 119-139; Cristina FLESHER FOMINAYA, “Debunking Spontaneity:
Spain’s 15-M/Indignados as Autonomous Movement”, Social Movement Studies 14 (2/2015), p. 142-163;
Eva ANDUIZA, Camilo CRISTANCHO, Jos¢é M. SABUCEDO, “Mobilization through online social
networks: the political protest of the indignados in Spain”, Information, Communication & Society 17
(6/2014), p. 751.

10 Tiina LIKKI, “Unity within diversity: a social psychological analysis of the internal diversity of the
Indignados movement”, Contemporary Social Science: Journal of the Academy of Social Sciences 9 (1/2014),
p. 17.

11 See also: Pauline KETELAARS, “Bridging the Protest Macro-Micro Gap: Investigating the Link
between Motivations, Political Efficacy and Political Context”, in Marco GIUGNI and Maria GRASSO
(eds.), Austerity and Protest: Popular Contention in Times of Economic Crisis, London and New York:
Routledge, 2015, p. 111-132.
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dignados” movements. Thus, the paper determines the explanatory power of
the current theories on protest behavior for the thus far insufhiciently studied
research field of anti-austerity movements.

This study delves analytically into the relations between the macrolevel fac-
tor and the protest activities of anti-austerity movements. It proposes the fo-
llowing major null and alternative hypotheses:

1H,: There might be no correlation between the age of democracy and the
type of protest behavior of anti-austerity movements.

1H,: Perhaps, the younger the democratic regime is, the less likely to pro-
test the anti-austerity movement in this state is.

Additionally, it advances the three sets of specific null and alternative
hypotheses that concern the components of the dependent variable (the pro-
test behavior) considered in the major hypotheses. It means that the category
of protest behavior mentioned in 1H encompasses and consists of the three
protest activities mentioned in 2H, 3H, and 4H. The specific hypotheses treat
these components as the separate dependent variables so as the research could
control for their individual roles in the relations between the examined factors.
Accordingly, the analysis computes correlations between the age of democracy
and the protest behavior (1H) and the essential features of the protest behavior
(2H, 3H, and 4H).

The first set of specific hypotheses concerns demonstrations as a particular
means of protest mentioned in the theories:

2H,;: There might be no correlation between the age of democracy and the
use of demonstrations as a means of protest by anti-austerity movements.

2H,: Perhaps, the younger the democratic regime is, the less likely to de-
monstrate the anti-austerity movement in this state is.

The next set of specific hypotheses focuses on the role of the kinds of poli-
tical violence used during protests:

3H,;: There might be no correlation between the age of democracy and the
forms of political violence used by anti-austerity movements during protests.

3H,: Perhaps, the younger the democratic regime is, the less likely to use
passive and active physical political violence the anti-austerity movement in
this state is.

The last set of specific hypotheses concentrates on the use of innovations to
manifest opposition to austerity programs during protests:

4H : There might be no correlation between the age of democracy and the
embodiment of modular performances to the anti-austerity movement’s con-
tentious repertoires.

4H,: Perhaps, the younger the democratic regime is, the less likely to em-
body modular performances to a contentious repertoire the anti-austerity mo-
vement in this state is.
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The research tests the hypotheses by doing the comparative analysis of the
cases which meet the criteria mentioned in the theories. After the great glo-
bal financial crisis in 2008, the austerity policies were imposed on the sta-
tes to recover their markets'?. Those socially unpopular programs resulted in
the occurrence and development of protest movements'. Initially Spanish
“Indignados™, and then other austerity-driven European societies held longs-
tanding and unresolved socio-economic grievances against their governments
and the European Union".

This research formulates two essential criteria for the case selection.
Firstly, this research takes into consideration the states where both the state
governments and the European Union implemented austerity policies be-
cause the analysis strives to cover the population with common historical,
political, cultural, and economic experience'®. Secondly, the study involves
the protest behavior of the movements which manifested opposition to aus-
terity programs more than once during the cycle of post-2008 anti-austerity
contention determined by social mobilization and demobilization'. The
dates of these critical junctures are established individually for the states.
For the sake of clarity, in this research, the anti-austerity movements are

12 E. Ray CANTERBERY, 7he Rise and Fall of Global Austerity, London and New York: World
Scientific Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd, 2015, p. 9; Vani K. BOROOAH, Europe in an Age of Austerity,
Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014; Viviana ASARA, “The Indignados as a Socio-
Environmental Movement: Framing the Crisis and Democracy”, Environmental Policy and Governance
26 (6/2016), p. 527-542.

13 Cristina FLESHER FOMINAYA, “European anti-austerity and pro-democracy protests in the wake of
the global financial crisis”, Social Movement Studies 16 (1/2017), p. 1-20; Donatella DELLA PORTA, Elena
PAVAN, “Repertoires of knowledge practices: social movements in times of crisis”, Qualitative Research in
Organizations and Management: An International Journal 12 (4/2017), p. 297-314.

14 Carlos TAIBO, “The Spanish indignados: A movement with two souls”, European Urban and
Regional Studies 20 (1/2013), p. 155-158; Bert KLANDERMANSS, Jacquelien VAN STEKELENBURG,
“Taking Austerity to the Streets: Fighting Austerity Measures or Austerity States”, Mobilization: An
International Quarterly 21 (4/2016), p. 431-448; Bart CAMMAERTS, The circulation of anti-austerity
protest, Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018.

15 Susana NAROTZKY, “Between Inequality and Injustice: Dignity as a Motive for Mobilization
During the Crisis”, History and Anthropology 27 (1/2016), p. 74-92; Maria T. GRASSO, Marco
GIUGNI, “Protest participation and economic crisis: The conditioning role of political opportunities”,
European Journal of Political Research 55 (4/2016), p. 663-680; Mario QUARANTA, “Protesting in ‘hard
times’: Evidence from a comparative analysis of Europe, 2000-2014", Current Sociology 64 (5/2016),
p. 736-756; Donatella DELLA PORTA, Social movements in times of austerity: bringing capitalism back
into protest analysis, New York: John Wiley & Sons, 2015; Abby PETERSON, Mattias WAHLSTROM,
Magnus WENNERHAG, “European Anti-Austerity Protests-beyond ‘old’ and ‘new’ social movements?”,
Acta Sociologica 58 (4/2015), p. 293-310.

16 Bill LUCARELLI, “The Break-Up of the Eurozone?”, The Economic and Labour Relations Review
23 (4/2012), p. 25-38.

17 Graeme HAYES, “Regimes of austerity”, Social Movement Studies 16 (1/2017), p. 32; Paolo
GERBAUDO, “The indignant citizen: anti-austerity movements in southern Europe and the anti-
oligarchic reclaiming of citizenship”, Social Movement Studies 16 (1/2017), p. 26-50.
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defined as conscious, collective, and organized efforts at the abandonment
of austerity measures, removing their results, and providing or restoring
social well-being. They exist over some span of time by engaging in a con-
flictual issue with the imposers of austerity policies, especially the European
Union and the governments and actively strive for an amendment of their
social situation often by employing protest'®. The following 14 states meet
these two criteria concomitantly: Austria, Belgium, Estonia, Finland, Fran-
ce, Greece, Spain, the Netherlands, Ireland, Germany, Portugal, Slovakia,
Slovenia, and Italy.

The research applies the sources analysis method to determine the values
of protest behavior and the installation of democracy for the European states.
It collects articles and visual materials published in public, commercial, and
social media from 14 states from 2008-2015 according to the principle of
theoretical sampling. Then, it conducts the conceptual qualitative content
analysis of the police reports requested from the state police offices and me-
dia discourse. The triangulation of research techniques allows us to control
for potential distortions in the sources.

In employing the statistical analysis method, the research tests the theory-
driven hypotheses. The Pearson correlation technique enables us to establish
a type and strength of linear correlations between the explaining variable and
the variable to be explained. The scale for the interpretation of the results of
Pearson linear correlation (r) is as follows for positive coefficients: |r| = 0 —
the absence of correlation; 0.0 < [r| < 0.1 — very small positive correlation;
0.1 < |r| £ 0.3 — small positive correlation; 0.3 < |r| < 0.5 — medium positive
correlation; 0.5 < |r| < 0.7 — strong positive correlation; 0.7 < |r| < 0.9 — very
strong positive correlation; 0.9 < |r| < 1.0 — almost full positive correlation;
|r| = 1.0 — full positive correlation. The article adopts a parallel scale for nega-
tive coefficients: |r| = 0 — the absence of correlation; 0.0 > |r| > 0.1 — very
small negative correlation; -0.1 > || 2 -0.3 — small negative correlation;
-0.3 > |r| > -0.5 — medium negative correlation; -0.5 > |r| > -0.7 — strong
negative correlation; -0.7 > |r| > -0.9 — very strong negative correlation; -0.9
> |r| > 1.0 — almost full negative correlation; and |r| = 1.0 — full negative
correlation. There is also conducted a two-tail test to compute the statistical
significance of the correlations (Sig. 2-tailed). A standard scale is accepted
to assess statistical significance. The Pearson correlation is significant when
the Sig. 2-tailed is at the 0,05 level or lower. It is not significant when the
coefficient is at a level higher than 0,05.

18 Gemma EDWARDS, Social Movements and Protest, Cambridge and New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2014, p. 4-5.
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ANTI-AUSTERITY PROTEST BEHAVIOR: THE VALUES OF THE DEPENDENT
VARIABLES

In the line of the tested theories and hypotheses, the type of the anti-austerity
movement’s protest behavior is the dependent variable (DV). Nevertheless,
this theoretical category is usually approached descriptively, and the current
specialist literature fails to introduce an analytically effective research tool for
its measurement'. This part of the article proposes a measurable category of
protest behavior and measures this feature of the anti-austerity movements in
the European states.

Anti-austerity protest behavior is a theoretical category which takes
the form of a latent variable®. It as a configuration of activities undertaken
by, here, an anti-austerity movement in a political structure, which is deter-
mined by the time, subject, and subject matter indicators. Three concepts
constitute the very nature of the configuration. They allow us to operationa-
lize the essential features of the category. It means that we have to answer the
three questions to identify what kind of protest behavior occurred in each
state: did the participants of anti-austerity movement make use of demons-
trations as a means of protest? What forms of political violence did they use?
Did they build particular performances apart from the modular into their
contentious repertoires? Three concepts drive the data collection questions
to create a structured model for describing and comparing empirical cases.
These concepts do double duty as analytical tools to address the questions
comprehensively, systematically, and intersubjectively. The analysis applies
the same set of questions and concept-based scales to examine the protest
behavior in each state.

The first feature of the protest behavior is the use of demonstrations as
a means of anti-austerity protest (f,). Demonstrations are understood here as
social gatherings in public places held to manifest opposition or support for so-
mething. The research proposes a simple dichotomic scale to measure the fea-
ture. The values on the scale are the avoidance of demonstration organization
(coded as 1) and the employment of demonstration as a means of anti-austerity
protests (coded as 2).

19 See also: Sebastidn VALENZUELA, “Unpacking the use of social media for protest behavior: The
roles of information, opinion expression, and activism”, American Behavioral Scientist 57 (7/2013), p.
920-942; Donatella DELLA PORTA, Sidney TARROW, “Interactive diffusion: The coevolution of
police and protest behavior with an application to transnational contention”, Comparative Political
Studies 45 (1/2012), p. 119-152; Kyle DODSON, “Economic threat and protest behavior in comparative
perspective”, Sociological Perspectives 59 (4/2016), p. 873-891.

20 Irini MOUSTAKI, “A Latent Variable Model for Ordinal Variables”, Applied Psychological
Measurement 24 (3/2000), p. 211-223.
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In Estonia*' and Slovakia??, anti-austerity movements avoided holding de-
monstrations. This means of protest was employed in the remaining states,
Austria®, the Netherlands*, France®, Finland*, Belgium?’, Germany*®, Portu-
gal?, Slovenia®, Italy®!, Greece®?, Spain®, and Ireland®* (see Table 1).

Table 1. The use of demonstrations as a means of protest in the post-2008
European states

21 Clara GURALNIK, Respond to query no 1.1-14/368-2: Information from the Police and Border Guard
Board, Register: 70008747, Estonia 2017 [in the Author’s archive].

22 Beata BALOGOVA, “Unions Rally against Austerity Package”, 7he Slovak Spectator October 18,
2010, https://spectator.sme.sk/c/20037746/unions-rally-against-austerity-package.html [September 16,
2018]; David CUTLER, “Factbox: European Workers Stage Anti-Austerity Protests”, Reuters October
12,2010, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europeprotests-factboxidUSTRE69B21220101012?mod=r
elated&channelName=worldNews [September 16, 2018].

23 Press TV Videos, “Austrians protest against austerity measures’, YouTube December 19, 2013,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30-he7QhNUY [September 16, 2018].

24 The Economist, “Not so Calvinist any more: The Party of Freedom benefits from Dutch austerity
fatigue”, 7he Economist September 28, 2013, http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21586887-party-
freedom-benefits-dutch-austerity-fatigue-not-so-calvinist-any-more [September 16, 2018].

25 Ben MCPARTLAND, “Anti-austerity protests sweep across France”, The Local April 9, 2015,
http://www.thelocal.fr/20150409/anti-austerity-strike-closes-ciffel-tower-in-paris [September 16, 2018].

26 RT, “30k Finns protest govt-planned cuts, nationwide strike grinds country to a halt”, R7 September
18, 2014, https://www.rt.com/news/315843-finland-nationwide-strike-cuts/ [September 16, 2018].

27 France TV Info, “Belgique: manifestation monstre a Bruxelles contre laustérité”, Gauche
Anticapitaliste November 9, 2014, http://www.gauche-anticapitaliste.ch/?p=862 [September 16, 2018].

28 TeleSUR/md-TP-cm, “Hundreds of Anti-Austerity Protesters Arrested in Frankfurt”, 7eleSUR
TV March 18, 2015, http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Hundreds-of-Anti-Austerity-Protesters-
Arrested-in-Frankfurt-20150318-0012.html [September 16, 2018].

29 Esquerda, “Centenas de pessoas em protesto nas ruas de Lisboa contra visita de Merkel”, Esquerda.
net November 12, 2012, http://www.esquerda.net/artigo/centenas-de-pessoas-em-protesto-nas-ruas-de-
lisboa-contra-visita-de-merkel/25423 [September 16, 2018].

30 Dzemal DURIC, Danijel ZIBRET, Respond to query no 630-36/2017/4: Information from the
Slovenian National Police, Register: 630-36/2017/4 (262-03), Slovenia 2017 [in the Author’s archive].

31 Redazione Barlettaviva, “Manifestazione anti-austerity a Roma, un barlettano tra i fermata: 15
persone sottoposte a fermo dalle forze dell’'ordine dopo gli scontri nella Capitale”, Barletraviva October
19, 2013, htep://www.barlettaviva.it/notizie/manifestazione-anti-austerity-a-roma-un-barlettano-tra-i-
fermati/ [September 16, 2018].

32 Vassilis TRIANDAFYLLOU, Karolina TAGARIS, “Greece debt crisis: Anti-austerity protests turn
violent as petrol bombs thrown at police”, Mirror July 15, 2015, http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-
news/greece-debt-crisis-anti-austerity-protests-6074666 [September 16, 2018].

33 Pedro GARCIA CAMPOS, Medir PLANDOLIT, “Wave of Anti-Austerity Protests Begin in Spain
With Thousands Marching on Streets of Madrid”, Vice News March 21, 2015, https://news.vice.com/
article/wave-of-anti-austerity-protests-begin-in-spain-with-thousands-marching-on-streets-of-madrid
[September 16, 2018].

34 Mark PIGGOTT, “Ireland: 80,000 march in protest at austerity linked new water charges”,
International Business Times August 30, 2015, htep://www.ibtimes.co.uk/ireland-80000-march-protest-
austerity-linked-new-water-charges-1517706 [September 16, 2018].
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n | The post-2008 The use of demonstrations as a | The coded values of the
European states means of protest (f1) feature (f1)
1 Estonia no 1
2 | Slovakia no 1
3 | Austria yes 2
4 | The Netherlands yes 2
5 France yes 2
6 | Finland yes 2
7 | Belgium yes 2
8 Germany yes 2
9 | Portugal yes 2
10 | Slovenia yes 2
11 | lcaly yes 2
12 | Greece yes 2
13 | Spain yes 2
14 | Ireland yes 2

Source: own study on the basis of the information obtained from the state police offices and

mass media.

The next feature of the protest behavior is studied with the forms of po-
litical violence used during anti-austerity protests (f)). Political violence is
defined as intentional influencing by a political subject the thinking process,
behavior, or physical state of another political subject, without authority of
the political subject under the influence, to obtain political objectives. The
objectives are focused on public goods. Accordingly, political subjects use
political violence to create, destroy, protect, deprive of protection, distribute,
and stop the distribution of public goods. Political violence may be an overt
action or a non-action on the level of motivation. This research differentia-
tes three forms of political violence with the criterion of force’s role in the
process of influencing. Firstly, the mental type draws directly on gaining
influence through multifarious appeal performed with verbal and non-verbal
activities. Secondly, passive physical violence is the threat of the use of force.
Thirdly, active physical violence uses force. The feature of the form of politi-
cal violence used during protests takes on the following three major values:
the use of mental political violence as the only form of violence (coded as
1), the employment of both mental and passive physical political violence
(coded as 2), and the commitment of mental, passive and active physical
political violence (coded as 3).
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In Estonia® and Slovakia®®, the anti-austerity movements used exclusi-
vely mental political violence during anti-austerity protests. Both mental and
passive physical political violence were in use in Austria”, the Netherlands®,
and France®. In the other states, Finland®, Belgium*', Germany**, Portu-
gal®, Slovenia®, Italy®, Greece®, Spain?, and Ireland®®, all the determined
forms of political violence occurred (see Table 2).
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Table 2. The forms of political violence used during protests in the post-
2008 European states

n | The post-2008 The forms of political violence | The coded values of the
European states used during protests (£2) feature (f2)
1 Estonia mental violence 1
2 | Slovakia mental violence 1
3 | Austria passive physical violence 2
4 | The Netherlands passive physical violence 2
5 | France passive physical violence 2
6 | Finland active physical violence 3
7 | Belgium active physical violence 3
8 | Germany active physical violence 3
9 | Portugal active physical violence 3
10 | Slovenia active physical violence 3
11 | Icaly active physical violence 3
12 | Greece active physical violence 3
13 | Spain active physical violence 3
14 | Ireland active physical violence 3

Source: own study on the basis of the information obtained from the state police offices and
mass media.

The third essential feature of the protest behavior is the embodiment of inno-
vations to the contentious repertoires used by anti-austerity movements (f)).
In adopting Charles Tilly and Sidney Tarrow’s conceptual framework of con-
tentious politics, this research defines contentious repertoires as the arrays of
performances that are currently known and available within some set of politi-
cal actors®. In turn, contentious performances are understood as standardized
ways in which one set of political actors makes collective claims on some other
set of political actors®. The criterion of the use of innovations to make these
collective claims allows us to distinguish between modular and particular per-
formances. Whereas modular performances are contentious performances sta-

49 Charles TILLY, Sidney TARROW, Contentious Politics, 2nd edition, New York: Oxford University
Press, 2015, p. 14.

50 Ibidem, p. 14; Charles TILLY, Contentious Performances, Cambridge, New York, Melbourne,
Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sio Paulo, and Delhi: Cambridge University Press, 2008, p. 13.
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ged in more than one state’' during a wave of anti-austerity protests, particular
performances are the unique innovations held exclusively in one state.

The analysis of the post-2008 anti-austerity protests shows that the modular
performances were the creation of special-purpose associations and coalitions,
the Internet-based calls to action, public meetings, mass demonstrations, so-
lemn processions, marches, vigils, rallies, strikes, petition drives, attacks on the
public and private property as well as on the representatives of the other set
of political actors, occupation of public facilities, statements to and in public
media, activities in public, commercial, and social media, performances, cha-
rivaris (also called shivaree or simply rough music), putting posters in a public
sphere, and pamphleteering’. The remaining contentious performances were
modular performances (e.g., Slovenian Culture Day, protestival, and holy mass
of the Trans-Universal Zombie Church of the Blissful Ringing staged as anti-
austerity events in Slovenia®).

The embodiment of innovations to the contentious repertoires used by an-
ti-austerity movements takes on two major values. First, when an anti-austerity
movement employs only modular performances and avoids building particu-
lar performances into its contentious repertoire, it indicates that there are no
innovations in the movement’s contentious repertoire (coded as 1). Second,
when an anti-austerity movement makes use of both modular and particular
performances, it means that the movement embodies innovations to its con-
tentious repertoire (coded as 2).

The European anti-austerity movements built an array of modular perfor-
mances into their contentious repertoires®®. In Estonia, the anti-austerity mo-
vement put posters in a public sphere, was active in public, commercial, and
social media, and organized the Internet-based calls to action. In Slovakia,
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apart from the contentious performances used in Estonia, the anti-austerity
movement held a rally to discuss the situation of workers™. This rally, however,
did not meet the criteria for demonstrations determined in this research. In
the other states, Austria”, the Netherlands®®, France”, Finland®, Belgium®',
Germany®, Portugal®, Slovenia®, Italy®, Greece®, Spain®, and Ireland®®, the
anti-austerity movements additionally created special-purpose associations and
coalitions, held public meetings, mass demonstrations, solemn processions,
marches, vigils, strikes, petition drives, performances, occupied public facili-
ties, published statements to and in public media, disseminated charivaris and
pamphlets, and put posters in a public sphere. Attacks on the public and pri-
vate property as well as on the representatives of the other set of political actors
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took place in Finland®, Belgium’®, Germany’', Portugal?, Slovenia’, Italy’,
Greece”, Spain’®, and Ireland””.

Estonian, Slovak, Austrian, Dutch, Finnish, Belgian, German, Portuguese,
[talian, Spanish, and Irish anti-austerity movements avoided embodying inno-
vations to their contentious repertoires’®, which was a general tendency in the
European states in times of austerity”. Only in France, Slovenia, and Greece,
the anti-austerity movements used particular performances. In France, the par-
ticipants of the movement did stunts, used playing cars to disseminate chari-
varis, bedecked monuments, and mimicked Pokémon game®. In turn, Slovene
anti-austerity movement organized Slovenian Culture Day, protestival, and
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Greece, a group of activists put plastic bags on their heads to manifest their
attitudes towards social consequences of austerity programs® (see Table 3).

Table 3. The embodiment of innovations to the contentious repertoires
used by anti-austerity movements in the post-2008 European states

n | The post-2008 The embodiment of innovations to the | The coded values of
European states contentious repertoires used by anti- the feature (£3)
austerity movements (f3)
1 | Estonia modular performances 1
2 | Slovakia modular performances 1
3 | Austria modular performances 1
4 | The Netherlands | modular performances 1
5 | France modular and particular performances 2
6 | Finland modular performances 1
7 | Belgium modular performances 1
8 | Germany modular performances 1
9 | Portugal modular performances 1
10 | Slovenia modular and particular performances 2
11 | Icaly modular performances 1
12 | Greece modular and particular performances 2
13 | Spain modular performances 1
14 | Ireland modular performances 1

Source: own study on the basis of the information obtained from the state police offices and
mass media.

The values of the main DV for the states are determined by configuring the
values of the three essential features of the protest behavior: the use of de-
monstrations as a means of protest, the forms of political violence committed
during protests, and the embodiment of innovations to the contentious re-
pertoires employed by the anti-austerity movements. The variable of the pro-
test behavior takes on five values, which indicates that five types of the protest
behavior occurred in the European states in times of austerity. Accordingly,
the values of the protest behavior constitute the typology of the protest beha-
vior in the post-2008 European states (see Table 4). The typology consists of
the following types: (i) conventionally non-violent and non-demonstrating
(coded as 1), (ii) conventionally threatening and demonstrating (coded as 2),

82 Guardian, “Guardian: Ot 20 otadpol g elMnvikig kpiong”, lefimerida July 25, 2015. heep://
www.iefimerida.gr/news/213858/guardian-oi-20-stathmoi-tis-ellinikis-krisis [September 26, 2018].
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(iii) innovatively threatening and demonstrating (coded as 3), (iv) conven-
tionally violent and demonstrating (coded as 4), and (v) innovatively violent
and demonstrating (coded as 5).

The first type of the protest behavior, the conventionally non-violent
and non-demonstrating model entered Estonia and Slovakia. In these sta-
tes, the participants of the movements did not stage demonstrations and
avoided using active and passive physical force when manifesting attitudes
towards austerity measures. Additionally, they did not embody innova-
tions to their contentious repertoires. The second type, the conventionally
threatening and demonstrating model occurred in Austria and the Nether-
lands. Austrian and Dutch anti-austerity movements also did not make
use of particular performances. They turned to the modular performances
and staged peaceful demonstrations understood as events without the use
of active physical violence where citizens made an organized appeal to the
public and to policymakers to represent the protesters’ interests in the po-
licymaking process®. However, during these protests, the participants of
the movement used passive physical violence. The third type, the innova-
tively threatening and demonstrating model was unique and typified only
France. French anti-austerity movement employed demonstrations and
particular performances to make claims. During contentious performan-
ces, they utilized passive physical force. The most frequently occurring type
of protest behavior, the conventionally violent and demonstrating model
entered Finland, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Italy, Spain, and Ireland. In
these seven states, the protest movements used mental, active and passive
physical political violence during protests. They made use of only modular
performances to manifest opposition to austerity programs. Nevertheless,
they did not build demonstrations into their contentious repertoires. The
last type of protest behavior, the innovatively violent and demonstrating
model typified Slovenia and Greece. Just like the fourth type, Slovene and
Greek anti-austerity movements employed mental, active and passive phy-
sical political violence to protest as well as demonstrations as a means of
protest. In contrast to the fourth type, these movements mixed particular
performances into their contentious repertoires.

83 Julie VANDUSKY-ALLEN, op. cit., p. 31; Karl-Dieter OPP, Theories of Political Protest and
Social Movements: A Multidisciplinary Introduction, Critique, and Synthesis, London and New York:
Routledge, 2009, p. 359; Jarret T. CRAWFORD, Eneda XHAMBAZI, “Predicting Political Biases
Against the Occupy Wall Street and Tea Party Movements”, Political Psychology 36 (1/2015), p.
111-121.
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Table 4. The types of the protest behavior in the post-2008 European states

n | The post- | The use of | The forms | The embo- The coded | The types of
2008 demons- of political | diment of values of | the protest
European | trationsas | violence innovations to | protest behavior
states ameans of | used during | the conten- behavior

protest protests tious reper-
toires used by
anti-austerity
movements

1 Estonia 1 1 1 1 conventionally

non-violent
and non-de-
monstrating

2 | Slovakia |1 1 1 1 conventionally

non-violent
and non-de-
monstrating

3 | Austria 2 2 1 2 conventionally

threatening
and demons-
trating

4 The 2 2 1 2 conventionally
Nether- threatening
lands and demons-

trating

5 | France 2 2 2 3 innovatively

threatening
and demons-
trating

6 Finland 2 3 1 4 conventionally

violent and
demonstrating

7 | Belgium |2 3 1 4 conventionally

violent and
demonstrating

8 Germany |2 3 1 4 conventionally

violent and
demonstrating

9 | Portugal |2 3 1 4 conventionally

violent and
demonstrating
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10 | Slovenia |2 3 2 5 innovatively
violent and
demonstrating

11 | Italy 2 3 1 4 conventionally
violent and
demonstrating

12 | Greece 2 3 2 5 innovatively
violent and
demonstrating

13 | Spain 2 3 1 4 conventionally
violent and
demonstrating

14 | Ireland 2 3 1 4 conventionally
violent and

demonstrating

Source: own study on the basis of the information obtained from the state police offices and
mass media.

THE INSTALLATION OF DEMOCRACY: THE VALUES OF THE INDEPENDENT
VARIABLE

The theory-driven independent variable is the time from the last installation of
democracy to the occurrence of an anti-austerity movement in the state (IDV)
The pieces of data relevant for the IDV’s values for the states are collected from
the Typology of the Cultures of Political Violence® and the Polity IV project
of the Center for Systemic Peace (the Polity IV index)®. The former database
shows that the occurrence dates of the anti-austerity movements (2 ) were as
follows: 2010 in Belgium, France, Ireland, Slovakia, and Italy; 2011 in Greece,
Spain, and Portugal; 2012 in Austria, Estonia, the Netherlands, Germany, and
Slovenia; and 2014 in Finland®®.

The latter database, Polity sheds light on the dates of the last installation
of democracy in the Eurozone states. Polity is an index created as part of the
Polity data series by the Center for Systemic Peace under the initial direction
of Tedd Gurr and later Monty G. Marshall, which has evolved over time since

84 Joanna RAK, Theorizing Cultures of Political Violence... op. cit., p. 126.

85 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Reports 2010, http://www.systemicpeace.org/
p4creports.html [September 3, 2018].

86 Joanna RAK, Theorizing Cultures of Political Violence... op. cit., p. 126. Joanna RAK, “Intrastate,
Regional, and Colonial Contributions to Post-2008 Cultures of Political Violence”, Polish Political
Science Yearbook 46 (1/2017), p. 281-293.
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the seventies through five waves of assessment”’. The latest version has been
updated since 2000, and the fifth wave of evaluation is ongoing. In this data-
base, the unit of analysis is the “polity” defined as the “subsets of the class of
‘authority patterns”, and the index depicts the modalities through which this
authority is exercised in a political system®. The index covers the political re-
gimes of 167 states over the period 1800-2015%, including the states analyzed
in this research.

According to the theoretical approach adopted by the Polity researchers,
democracy is defined as a political system based on the presence of institutions
and procedures through which citizens can manifest effective preferences about
alternative policies and leaders, the existence of proper checks and balances on
the executive power, and the guarantee of civil liberties for citizens®. Impor-
tantly for the research results’ quality, Polity IV provides us with, in particular,
procedural measurement of democracy. It offers two distinct sub-indices of
democracy and autocracy, based on the same six dimensions: regulation of
chief executive recruitment, competitiveness of executive recruitment, open-
ness of executive recruitment, constraints on chief executive, regulation of par-
ticipation, and competitiveness of participation®. The two sub-indices are then
merged into a single global additive index (Polity2) achieved by subtracting the
“Autocracy” value from the “Democracy” value, which assigns scores in a scale
from -10 to +10 to each political regime. According to the Polity researchers’
theoretical assumptions, the two extreme points correspond to the full practical
performance of the fundamental principles of an authoritarian or democratic
system. This index is convertible into regime categories: “Autocracies” (-10 to
-6), “Anocracies” (-5 to +5), which exhibit mixed qualities of the two distinct
patterns of authority, and “Democracies” (+6 to +10)”%.

This research concentrates on the Polity IV index of the Date of Most Re-
cent Polity Transition and makes use of the Begin Date index that lists the date
of the beginning of the current regime. It is the indicator of the democracy
installation in a state. According to Polity IV, the dates of the last democracy

87 Luca TOMINI, When Democracies Collapse: Assessing Transitions to Non-Democratic Regimes in the
Contemporary World, London and New York: Routledge, 2017, p. 28.

88  Ibidem.

89 Center for Systemic Peace, The Polity Project, http://www.systemicpeace.org/polityproject.heml
[September 3, 2018].

90 Luca TOMINI, op. cit., p. 28.

91 Ibidem. See also: David R. CAMERON, “Post-communist democracy: The impact of the European
Union”, Post-Soviet Affairs 23 (3/2007), p. 185-217.

92 [Ibidem. For discussion see: Shawn TREIER, Simon JACKMAN, “Democracy as a latent variable”,
American Journal of Political Science 52 (1/2008), p. 201-217.
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installation (4 ) were the following: 2000 for Estonia®, 1993 for Slovakia™,
1946 for Austria®, 1945 for the Netherlands”, 1969 for France”, 1944 for
Finland®, 1853 for Belgium®, 1990 for Germany'®, 1976 for Portugal'®’,
1991 for Slovenia'®, 1948 for Italy'®, 1967 for Greece'™, 1978 for Spain'®
and 1921 for Ireland!'®.

The period covered by the IDV is the difference (¢) being the result of
subtracting & from « . The occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement is
the minuend (2 ), whereas the date of the junctures indicator’s last occurrence
is the subtrahend (4)). The values of the IDV are determined on the basis of
the simple subtraction expressible in the shape of the following straightforward
algebraic expression: 2, — b = ¢ . According to the calculation results, the va-
riable takes on the followmg values: 12 years for Estonia, 17 for Slovakia, 66
for Austria, 67 for the Netherlands, 41 for France, 70 for Finland, 157 for
Belgium, 22 for Germany, 35 for Portugal, 21 for Slovenia, 62 for Italy, 44 for
Greece, 33 for Spain, and 89 for Ireland (see Table 5).

Although the current research on protest behavior and the age of democra-
cy advance the theories or rights revealing the types of relations between the
factors, they do not conceive scales for the case classification. As the studies

93 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Estonia, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Estonia2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

94 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Slovak Republic, http:/[www.systemicpeace.
org/polity/SlovakRepublic2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

95 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Austria, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Austria2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

96 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: the Netherlands, http:/[www.systemicpeace.
org/polity/Netherlands2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

97 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: France, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/France2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

98 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Finland, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Finland2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

99 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Belgium, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Belgium2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

100 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Germany, http://www.systemicpeace.
org/polity/ Germany2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

101 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Portugal, http://www.systemicpeace.
org/polity/Portugal2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

102 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Slovenia, http://www.systemicpeace.
org/polity/Slovenia2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

103 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Italy, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Italy2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

104 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Greece, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Greece2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

105 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Spain, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Spain2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].

106 Center for Systemic Peace, Polity IV Country Report 2010: Ireland, http:/[www.systemicpeace.org/
polity/Ireland2010.pdf [September 4, 2018].
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show, until fifteen years after democratic installation, the state still ought to be
perceived to be in a consolidation phase. Additionally, until five years after de-
mocratic installation, there is no certainty of long-term stability of the new de-
mocratic institution'””. In drawing on the literature review on democratic con-
solidation and stability of democracies'® as well as the empirical distribution
of the cases, this research proposes a ratio scale. It is divided into the decade
ranges to avoid the excessive fragmentation of the cases, but simultaneously to
identify and gather together those states with similar political experience.

The scale ranges from 0 to 160 years (the time from the date of the last
democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity
movement) because, in this study, the highest value of the IDV is 157. It is as
follows: 0 < ¢ <10 (coded as 1), 11 < ¢ < 20 (coded as 2), 21 < ¢, < 30 (coded
as 3),31 <¢c < 40 (coded as 4), 41 < ¢, < 50 (coded as 5), 51 < ¢, < 60 (coded
as 6), 61 < ¢ <70 (coded as 7), 71 < ¢, < 80 (coded as 8), 81 < ¢ <90 (coded
as 9), 91 < ¢ <100 (coded as 10), 101 < ¢, <110 (coded as 11), 111 < ¢ <120
(coded as 12), 121 < ¢, < 130 (coded as 13), 131 < ¢, < 140 (coded as 14), 141

<150 (coded as 15), and 151 < ¢ < 160 (coded as 16). Although this scale
is not objectively acceptable and simplifies the classification of the cases, the
detailed presentation of the following research steps allows us to conduct the
research process once again but with the use of more specific analytical tools.

Table 5. The installation of democracy in the European states

n The post- The occurren- | The date of the | The time from the date | The coded
2008 ce date of an | last democracy | of the last democracy | values of
European anti-austerity | installation in | installation in a state the IDV
states movement a state (bn for | to the occurrence date

(an for IDV) | IDV) of an anti-austerity
movement
(in years) (cn =IDV)
Estonia 2012 2000 12
Slovakia 2010 1993 17
Austria 2012 1946 66

107 Luca TOMINI, op. cit., p. 60.

108 Andreas SCHEDLER, “Measuring democratic consolidation”, Studies in Comparative International
Development 36 (1/2001), p. 66-92; Andreas SCHEDLER, “What is democratic consolidation?”, Journal
of Democracy 9 (2/1998), p. 91-107; Larry Jay DIAMOND, “Toward democratic consolidation”, Journal
of Democracy 5 (3/1994), p. 4-17; Filip KOSTELKA, “Does Democratic Consolidation Lead to a Decline
in Voter Turnout? Global Evidence Since 19397, American Political Science Review 111 (4/2017), p. 653-
667; Roberto Stefan FOA, Yascha MOUNK, “The signs of deconsolidation”, Journal of Democracy 28
(1/2017), p. 5-15; Milan SVOLIK, “Authoritarian reversals and democratic consolidation”, American
Political Science Review 102 (2/2008), p. 153-168; Luca TOMINI, op. cit., p. 60.
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4 The Nether- | 2012 1945 67 7
lands

5 France 2010 1969 41

6 Finland 2014 1944 70 7
7 Belgium 2010 1853 157 16
8 Germany 2012 1990 22 3
9 Portugal 2011 1976 35 4
10 | Slovenia 2012 1991 21 3
11 | Icaly 2010 1948 62 7
12 | Greece 2011 1967 44 5
13 | Spain 2011 1978 33 4
14 | Ireland 2010 1921 89 9

Source: own study on the basis the Polity IV index and Joanna RAK, 7heorizing Cultures of
Political Violence in Times of Austerity: Studying Social Movements in Comparative Perspective,
London and New York: Routledge, 2018, p. 96-99.

THE HYPOTHESIS VERIFICATION: TYPES OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
VARIABLES

This part of the research computes the correlations between the time from the
date of the last democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an
anti-austerity movement (IDV) and the types of the protest behavior in the
post-2008 European states (DV) to verify the major null hypothesis. It also in-
troduces the correlations between the essential features of the protest behavior
(f,, f,, and f)) and the independent variable to test the specific null hypotheses,
and, thus, examine whether any of the correlations was stronger than the cor-
relation between the main hypothesis-driven categories. In determining the
correlations, firstly, the research considers f, f,, and f, the separate dependent
variables. Secondly, it looks at them conjunctionally to discover the types of
their configurations and treats these types as the values of the other dependent
variable (the protest behavior).

Let us begin the analysis with the first component of the category of the
protest behavior (2H). The Pearson correlation between the use of demons-
trations as a means of protest (f,) and the time from the date of the last
democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity
movement (IDV) equals 0.440. It indicates a medium positive correlation
between the variables and proves that the coefficient is not significantly di-
fferent from 0. The Sig. 2-tailed level is 0.115, which is appreciably higher
than 0.05. Thus, there is no statistically significant correlation between the
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explaining indicator and the indicator to be explained at the 0.05 level (see
Table 6).

The second essential feature of the protest behavior is determined by the
forms of political violence used during protests (3H). The Pearson correlation
between this feature (f,) and the time from the date of the last democracy in-
stallation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement (IDV)
equals 0.375. It points out a medium positive correlation between the variables
and shows that the coefficient is not significantly different from 0. The Sig.
2-tailed level is 0.186, which is considerably higher than 0.05. As the research
results demonstrate, there is no statistically significant correlation between the
explaining indicator and the indicator to be accounted for at the 0.05 level (see
Table 6).

The last essential feature of the protest behavior is the embodiment of innova-
tions to the contentious repertoires used by anti-austerity movements (4H). The
Pearson correlation between this feature (f)) and the time from the date of the last
democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity move-
ment (IDV) equals -0.216. It is indicative of a small negative correlation between
the variables and suggests that the coefficient is not significantly different from 0.
The Sig. 2-tailed level is 0.458, which is prominently higher than 0.05. So, there
is no statistically significant correlation between the explaining indicator and the
indicator to be explained at the 0.05 level (see Table 6).

Finally, the Pearson correlation between the types of the protest behavior
(DV) and the time from the date of the last democracy installation in a state to
the occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement (IDV) equals 0.238 (1H).
It signifies a small positive correlation between the variables and goes to show
that the coefficient is not significantly different from 0. The Sig. 2-tailed level
is 0.412, which is substantially higher than 0.05. According to these research
results, there is no statistically significant correlation between the explaining
indicator and the indicator to be accounted for at the 0.05 level (see Table 6).

Table 6. Correlations between the essential features of protest behavior,
the protest behavior and the installation of democracy

The time from the date of the last

The essential features of the protest behavior democracy installation in a state to the
(f1-3) and the protest behavior (DV) occurrence date of an anti-austerity
movement (IDV)

Pearson Correlation | 0.440

The use of demonstrations
as a means of protest (f1)

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.115

N 14

242 APORTES, n°99, afio XXXIV (1/2019), pp. 219-254, ISSN: 0213-5868, eISSN: 2386-4850



Relations between the installation of democracy and the anti-austerity protest behavior...

Pearson Correlation | 0.375

The forms of political
violence used during Sig. (2-tailed) 0.186
protests (£2)

N 14

The embodiment of inno- | Learson Correlation | -0.216
vations to the contentious
repertoires used by anti-

austerity movements (f3) | N 14

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.458

Pearson Correlation | 0.238

The types of the protest

behavior (DV) Sig. (2-tailed) 0.412

N 14

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
Source: own study.

CONCLUSIONS

The analysis does not provide us with the unambiguous empirical evidence
which would support the theories on the impact of the continuance of demo-
cratic institutions on how citizens make use of protest in the age of post-2008
austerity. As a result of the research, we cannot unreservedly reject the major
null hypothesis that there might be no correlation between the age of demo-
cracy and the type of the protest behavior of the anti-austerity movements. The
research indicates that just a small positive correlation exists between the types
of the protest behavior and the time from the date of the last democracy insta-
llation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement. It also
proves that the correlation is not statistically significant. Simultaneously, we
cannot adopt the major alternative hypothesis. The analysis shows, however,
that some reservations have to accompany the assumption that the younger the
democratic regime is, the less likely to protest the anti-austerity movement in
this state is.

Note should be taken, the correlations between the independent variable and
two features of the protest behavior are stronger than the correlation between the
main hypothesis-driven variables. The medium positive correlation occurs bet-
ween the use of demonstrations as a means of protest and the time from the date
of the last democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-aus-
terity movement. It means that the use of this modular performance is correlated
with the age of democracy to a higher extent than the way of using contentious
repertoires. In times of austerity, the forms of political violence employed during
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protests also were to a higher extent correlated with the age of democratic insti-
tutions than the protest behavior. However, the use of innovations as a means of
protest was to the smallest extent correlated with the independent variable. In-
terestingly, the particular performances in contentious repertoires which strongly
influenced the cycles of contention in some states in the austerity-driven Europe
were not determined by the history-rooted macrolevel factor.

Among all the European states, only two cases are classified to the second
range on the ratio scale (11 < ¢ < 20), and there are no states located in the first
range. In Estonia and Slovakia, the states with the shortest span from the date
of the last democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-
austerity movement, the anti-austerity movements took advantage of the limi-
ted repertoire of contention. They employed just the modular performances
and failed to build particular performances into their contentious repertoires.
It means that no innovations occurred in their public events. In Estonia, they
used the Internet-based call to action, activities in public, commercial, and
social media, and installed posters in public places. In Slovakia, the workers
who engaged in the protest movement additionally held the rally to discuss
their economic situation. Estonians and Slovaks did not use passive and ac-
tive physical force during protests. Importantly, it shows that in the younger
democratic regimes, the anti-austerity movements were less likely to make use
of demonstrations than in the older systems. Despite longstanding and unre-
solved socio-economic grievances against the government and the European
Union, they avoided channeling their material and non-material resources to
develop innovative types of protest and make claims during demonstrations.
The research positively verifies the assumption that Estonians and Slovaks were
less likely to believe that the government would react to their interest because
of their relatively limited political experience with democratic institutions,
mainly government officials responding to constituent interests. It provides
empirical evidence that in these particular states with the youngest democratic
institutions people were less likely to believe that making demands on the gov-
ernment would have any impact on the policymaking process.

Nevertheless, the time difference between the states where the anti-austerity
movements did not organize demonstrations and some with violent demonstra-
tions is not significant. For Slovakia, the time from the date of the last democracy
installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement totals
17 years, whereas it is 21 for Slovenia and 22 for Germany, the states with violent
demonstrations. It indicates that the explanatory framework is worth develop-
ing so as to identify the factors potentially explaining the further differences and
similarities between the models of anti-austerity protest behavior.

The time from the date of the last democracy installation in a state to the
occurrence date of an anti-austerity movement ranges from 41 to 67 in the
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states with peaceful anti-austerity demonstrations and from 21 to 157 in the
states with violent demonstrations. These results prevent us from formulating
any rights concerning differences between the states in which peaceful and
violent demonstrations took place.

As the reservations to the assumptions show, the relations between the pro-
test behavior and the age of democratic institutions need further research. The
correlations show that the role of the use of demonstrations during protests
might have been influenced by the history-rooted macrolevel factor. Thus, it
may be analytically useful and promising to delve into the essential features of
these two factors and examine relations between them.

The article contributes to political sociology by formulating the analytically
effective theoretical category of the protest behavior. The research tests this
tool and proposes the original typology of the protest behavior in the post-
2008 austerity-driven European states. It also contributes to political history
and comparative politics by testing the current theories and introducing the
relations between the history-rooted macrolevel factor and the contemporary
anti-austerity movements. The new database of the time from the date of the
last democracy installation in a state to the occurrence date of an anti-austerity
movement, the use of demonstrations as a means of protest, the forms of po-
litical violence used during protests, the embodiment of innovations to the
contentious repertoires used by anti-austerity movements, and the types of
the protest behavior for 14 states offers the data useful for future research on
contentious politics in times of austerity.
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